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“ Article ey Patentable Subject Matter

®. Subject to the provisions of paragraphs & and , patents shall be available for any inventions,

whether products or processes, in all fields of technology, provided that they are new, involve an inventive
step and are capable of industrial application. Subject to paragraph & of Article &, paragraph & of
Article eo and paragraph en of this Article, patents shall be available and patent rights enjoyable without
discrimination as to the place of invention, the field of technology and whether products are imported or
locally produced.
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“® Article enen The International Preliminary Examination
() For the purposes of the international preliminary examination, a claimed invention shall be
considered to involve an inventive step if, having regard to the prior art as defined in the Regulations, it is
not, at the prescribed relevant date, obvious to a person skilled in the art.
°® Rule ¢ Inventive Step or Non-Obviousness o&.e Approach to Prior Art
For the purposes of Article enen (n), the international preliminary examination shall take into consideration
the relation of any particular claim to the prior art as a whole. It shall take into consideration the claim's
relation not only to individual documents or parts thereof taken separately but also its relation to combinations of
such documents or parts of documents, where such combinations are obvious to a person skilled in the art.
" Article &o Inventive step
An invention shall be considered as involving an inventive step if, having regard to the state of
the art, it is not obvious to a person skilled in the art. If the state of the art also includes documents
within the meaning of Article &<, paragraph e, these documents shall not be considered in deciding

whether there has been an inventive step.
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°“ m& U.S. Code § o A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding
that the claimed invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section eol, if the differences between
the claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been
obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person having ordinary skill in the art
to which the claimed invention pertains. Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which

the invention was made.
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